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Expressing Lesson Aims

Following are 3 versions of aims for the same lesson:

A.

Poor:

To teach the Present Perfect

Better:
To present and practise the Present Perfect Simple for talking about experience

Best:
To help learners to ask and answer questions about their experiences. This will be done by:

a) presenting and practising the Present Perfect Simple (2nd person singular yes/no question form eg. have you been to Rrome?)

b) contrasting this briefly with the Past Simple used when a definite time is mentioned (Yes, I was there last year)

c) Giving freer oral practice of this.
B.

Poor:
To practise the passives of all tenses when the(grammatical ) subject is not important

Better:
To practise using the passive of all the tenses when writing an objective crime  report

Best:
To enable learners to improve their writing of objective crime reports by:

a) helping them to identify the prevalent use of passives in such reports

b) giving them restricted practice in writing parallel texts.

C.


Poor:

To do a role play in a shop

Better:
to introduce and practise language for shopping , focusing on language to make complaints.

Best:

MAIN:

By the end of the lesson, the students will be better able to participate in a semi-formal conversation in shops to complain about goods.

a) They will have been introduced to and have practised 7 lexical items/phrases to describe problems with goods (it shrank, the colours ran, it doesn’t work, it’s scratched, it’s got a mark on it, it’s got a hole in it, it’s torn ...)
b) They will become more accurate and confident in using phrases they have previously learnt for making requests (I’d like a refund, could I speak to the manager, could you exchange it?)
c) They will become more aware of the typical discourse pattern of an exchange of this type (greeting-narrative-request for further information-conclusion)
SUBSIDIARY

The students will practise listening to pick out specific phrases from this type of conversation , and in noticing intonational features (specifically, key)

WHAT ARE THE MAIN "INGREDIENTS“ FOR A WELL-EXPRESSED AIM?

Here are some very clear aims to help you identify what needs to be included.

1. To increase learners‘ independance by showing them how to use dictionaries to discover the connotation of words, and giving them practice in doing so.

2. MAIN:

By the end of the lesson the learners will be better able to refuse spoken, informal invitations appropriately and confidently when speaking, by referring to prior arrangements. This will be done by:

· Introducing and practising the present continuous for future arrangements  (all persons, +/- statements and WH- question forms)

· Helping learners become more accurate and confident with language already known for inviting.
SUBSIDIARY:

Learners will practise widening their voice range both to give and refuse invitations.

3. To help students become more confident about their listening skills by demonstrating to them that they can infer and pick out key information from an informal, interactional conversation, much of which they cannot understand and giving them plenty of practice in this. 

4. MAIN:

To enable studdents to describe their weekend routine using some common verbs in the simple present (1st person and 3rd person eg I get up at 8, Maria goes shopping on Saturday mornings) 
This will be done by clarifying and encouraging restricted and authentic use of the language. 

SUBSIDIARY:

To develop a bettter classroom atmosphere by encouraging students‘ interest in each other’s lives.

To sensitize students to rhythm and to encourage them to attend to this in oral production.

HOW COULD THESE AIMS BE IMPROVED?

1. To introduce and practise some vocabulary to talk about ailment.

2. To practise dictionary skills.

3. i. to present and practise the superlative in its –est, -iest and most forms with adjectives.

ii. to provide free speaking practice around the theme of superlatives.

4. To present and give practice of should have
5. To practise scan reading.
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