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Disaster Vocabulary: Collocations 

 

 
Note: The following list only offers examples and is by no means exhaustive! 

 
 
DAMAGE 
 
• to cause damage 
• to suffer damage 
• to sustain damage 
• severe damage 
• significant damage 
• extensive damage 
• serious damage 
• considerable damage 
• widespread damage 
• massive damage 
• persistent damage 
 
 
VICTIMS 
 
• fatal victims 
• injured victims 
• murdered victims 
• innocent victims 
• abuse/crime/sexual victims 
• alleged victims 
 
 
COLLAPSING 
 
• collapsing 

wall(s)/building(s)/ceiling(s) 
• collapsing 

economy/stock/market/incomes 
• collapsing infrastructure 
• collapsing empire 
• in danger of collapsing 
• to be collapsing from something 

(figurative!) 
• rapidly collapsing 
 
 

SURVIVORS 
 
• “Survivors include X and Y…” 
• to/the search for survivors 
• to rescue survivors 
• long-term/short-term survivors 
• to be a survivor of something 
 
 
RAIN 
 
• heavy/torrential/pouring rain 
• tropical rain 
• freezing rain 
• rain shower 
• be soaked by rain/soaking rain 
• persistent rain 
 
 
PANIC 
 
• panic-stricken 
• panic attack 
• panic disorder 
• mass panic 
• to spread panic/panic spreads 
• sheer/total panic 
• to cause/trigger panic 
 


