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Discussion Workbook

Student Activity: In this printable activity, students read a passage and explore a key
question to prepare for a class discussion. They develop their own questions and find
evidence from the text to share in the class or small group discussion.

It also includes slides for vocabulary, reading the article and taking notes, multiple
choice questions, and a discussion worksheet for open-ended prompts.

How to share with students: These pages are sized for printing or can be assigned
digitally using an LMS (like Google Classroom), where students can work on their own
slide decks via “Make a Copy for Each Student.” Each slide is set up with text boxes for
students to type in.

Please Note: Because Diffit resources can vary in length, be sure to check the formatting
on each slide.

Suggested Lesson Flow:

. Students record what they notice and what they wonder about the image.
. Students review key vocabulary words.

. Students read and prepare for the discussion.

. Students prepare for discussion by reading and taking notes.

. Students prepare for discussion by writing questions.

. Students prepare for the discussion by writing down key ideas.

. Students answer the questions and explain their thinking.

. Students write answers to the short answer questions.
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Feel free to edit, remix, and use this resource however works best for you and your
students! Find editing tips here!

Learn More: Please reach out with any questions or feedback. You can also learn more
on our FAQ page, or get more resources at Diffit. me!
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https://youtu.be/C5TjmCXousc?feature=shared
https://web.diffit.me/contact-us
https://web.diffit.me/faq
https://diffit.me

Image Analysis: Notice & Wonder

Instructions: Look at the image and write down 2-3 things you notice (key details, main ideas,
themes) and then write down 2-3 things you wonder (questions you have because of the image,
things you are curious about when you look at the image.)

What
do you
notice?

What
do you
wonder?
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Key Vocabulary

Instructions: For each term, use the word in a sentence that shows you understand its
definition. Then create an image to represent the term. Be ready to explain the image.

Vocabulary Term Use It In A Sentence: An Image to Represent It:

epistolary
adjective

Relating to or denoting a story
told in the form of letters, diary
entries, or other documents.

Vocabulary Term Use It In A Sentence: An Image to Represent It:

authenticity

noun

The quality of being genuine or
real; the state of being true to
one's self or to an original
source.

Vocabulary Term Use It In A Sentence: An Image to Represent It:

fragmented
adjective

Broken into pieces or
incomplete parts; characterized
by disintegration or lack of
cohesion.

Vocabulary Term Use It In A Sentence: An Image to Represent It:

narrative
noun

A spoken or written
account of connected
events; a story.

Vocabulary Term Use It In A Sentence: An Image to Represent It:

ambiguity

noun

The quality of being open to
more than one interpretation;

inexactness or uncertainty of
meaning.
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Discussion Prep: Read & Take Notes

Instructions: To get ready for the discussion, you will need to read and interact with
the text, prepare questions, and find main ideas from the text you can present and
share with others. Remember the goal is to discuss, do not debate. Be courteous.
The goal is the pursuit of deeper understanding. Respect different thoughts and

ideas

The Key Question or Topic

Instructions for Reading

Read through the entire selection without stopping to think about any particular section.
The second time you read it, talk to the text
Underline major points or forceful statements.
Put an (*) to emphasize major points.

Circle key words or phrases.

Write in the margin questions that come to mind.
Box or Highlight words you do not know.
After the second read, complete the discussion prep worksheet.

Creating Questions

Level 1 Questions

Level 2 Questions

Level 3 Questions

Relates to text

Uses concrete examples
Is not a yes or no question
Is open-ended

Develops theme
Leads into the abstract
Leads to further questions

Relates to self
Relates to reality
Relates to the world around us

Examples

Examples

Examples

What does the author mean
when he says... “with torn and
bleeding hearts we smile?”
When do you wear a mask?
When do masks “grin and lie?”
What would make the author say
“But let the world dream
otherwise.”

Is there a time when we can see
below the mask people wear?
What is the purpose of wearing a
mask?

What is your response to people
who wear masks?

What do you think was the
wisdom that the author was
trying to impart to you?

What in your thinking has
changed about the way you treat
people who wear masks?
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Discussion Prep: Read & Take Notes

Instructions for Reading

Read through the entire selection without stopping to think about any particular section.
The second time you read it, talk to the text.

Underline major points or forceful statements.

Put an (*) to emphasize major points.

Circle key words or phrases.

Write in the margin questions that come to mind.

Box or Highlight words you do not know.

After the second read, complete the discussion prep worksheet.

Paragraph Number __ Notes

The projector hummed, casting a pale rectangle onto the whiteboard.
| adjusted my glasses, the fluorescent lights of the Gymnasium
classroom reflecting in the lenses. Thirty faces, a mix of apprehension
and curiosity, stared back at me. Sixteen years old, give or take, and
about to embark on a journey into the heart of darkness — or at least,
the *idea* of darkness, as presented by Bram Stoker. Today, we
weren't reading Dracula. Not yet. Today, we were dissecting its bones,
examining the scaffolding that held the monster together.

Paragraph Number __ Notes

"Guten Morgen," | began, switching seamlessly to English.
"Welcome to our exploration of 'Monsters in Literature.'
Over the next few weeks, we'll be delving into the ways
authors create fear, suspense, and, ultimately, meaning
through the use of monstrous figures. But before we
confront the Count himself, we need to understand the
unique structure Stoker employed: the epistolary novel."

Paragraph Number ___ Notes

A few furrowed brows. "Epistolary," | repeated, writing the word
on the board. "Think 'epistles,' or letters. This novel is told
entirely through letters, diary entries, telegrams, and newspaper
clippings. Why do you think Stoker chose this format?" | paused,
letting the question hang in the air. A hand shot up — Lena,
always eager. "Maybe to make it seem more real?" she
suggested.
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Discussion Prep: Read & Take Notes

Instructions for Reading

Read through the entire selection without stopping to think about any particular section.
The second time you read it, talk to the text.

Underline major points or forceful statements.

Put an (*) to emphasize major points.

Circle key words or phrases.

Write in the margin questions that come to mind.

Box or Highlight words you do not know.

After the second read, complete the discussion prep worksheet.

Paragraph Number __ Notes

"Exactly!" | exclaimed. "The epistolary form lends an air of
authenticity. It's like eavesdropping on private conversations,
piecing together the story from fragmented perspectives.
Imagine reading a friend's diary — you get a sense of
intimacy, but also a limited, subjective view of events. This is
crucial to understanding how Stoker builds suspense and
manipulates our perception of Dracula."

Paragraph Number __ Notes

| clicked to the next slide, a collage of images: a quill pen, a
wax-sealed letter, a vintage telegram. "Consider the
limitations of each medium. A telegram is concise, urgent. A
diary entry is personal, reflective. A letter allows for more
detailed narration but is subject to the writer's biases. How
might Stoker exploit these differences to create a sense of
unease or uncertainty?"

Paragraph Number ___ Notes

The class buzzed with discussion. | circulated, listening to their ideas,
prompting them to consider the implications of each character's voice.
Jonathan Harker's meticulous journal entries, Mina Murray's insightful
letters, Dr. Seward's clinical observations — each contributes a unique piece
to the puzzle, but none offers the complete picture. This fragmented
narrative forces the reader to actively participate in constructing the story,
to become a detective piecing together the clues.
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Discussion Prep: Read & Take Notes

Instructions for Reading

Read through the entire selection without stopping to think about any particular section.
The second time you read it, talk to the text.

Underline major points or forceful statements.

Put an (*) to emphasize major points.

Circle key words or phrases.

Write in the margin questions that come to mind.

Box or Highlight words you do not know.

After the second read, complete the discussion prep worksheet.

Paragraph Number __ Notes

We then moved on to a short activity. | distributed excerpts from the
novel, each representing a different form of communication. Working
in small groups, the students analyzed the language, tone, and
purpose of each excerpt, identifying how Stoker used these elements
to create specific effects. They debated the reliability of each narrator,
questioning their motives and biases. Was Jonathan truly objective, or
was he already succumbing to Dracula's influence? Was Mina's
perception clouded by her love for Jonathan?

Paragraph Number __ Notes

The final part of the lesson focused on the overall impact of the
epistolary structure. "Think about the power of withholding
information," | prompted. "By presenting the story through
multiple, limited perspectives, Stoker can create suspense and
ambiguity. We only know what each character knows, and often,
they are kept in the dark. How does this affect our experience as
readers? Does it make Dracula more or less frightening?"

Paragraph Number ___ Notes

The bell rang, signaling the end of the lesson. As the students gathered
their belongings, | felt a sense of satisfaction. They hadn't just learned
about Dracula; they had learned about the power of narrative, the art of
storytelling, and the importance of critical thinking. They were now
equipped to approach the novel with a deeper understanding of its craft
and structure, ready to unravel the mysteries that lay within its pages. The
monster, | hoped, would be all the more terrifying for it.
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Discussion Prep: Create Questions

Name of
Article/Reading

Question or
Topic:

Create 6 Open Ended Questions Based on the Reading

Level 1 Questions

Q1
Q2

Level 2 Questions
Q3
Q4

Level 3 Questions
Q5

Q6
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Discussion Prep: Key Ideas

Name of
Article/Reading:

Question or Topic:

First Read: Write down 3-5 Bullet Points summarizing what you read.

Paragraph # Main Idea or Quote from the Text
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Answer and Explain

Instructions: For each question, answer the question and then explain why you picked the
answer you did using specific evidence from the text.

Question:
1. According to the text, what is the primary reason the teacher introduces the concept of the
epistolary novel structure before reading 'Dracula'?

Pick the Answer Explain: Why did you pick that

answer?
A) To ensure students appreciate the historical context of letter writing in
the Victorian era.

B) To prepare students to understand how Stoker builds suspense and
manipulates the reader's perception through fragmented perspectives.
C) To allow students to compare 'Dracula' to other novels that also use
diary entries and telegrams.

D) To simplify the complex plot of 'Dracula’ by breaking it down into
smaller, manageable sections.

tion: . . _— .
Ques 2 2. Based on the teacher's explanation, how does the use of various communication mediums (letters,

telegrams, diary entries) in 'Dracula’ affect the reader's experience?

Pick the Answer Explain: Why did you pick that

answer?
A) It provides a comprehensive and unbiased account of the events,
leaving no room for ambiguity.

B) It creates a sense of immediacy and intimacy, while also highlighting
the limitations and biases of each narrator, thus increasing suspense.
C) It allows the reader to easily distinguish between fact and fiction, as
each medium is clearly labeled and dated.

D) It distracts the reader with unnecessary details, making it difficult to
follow the main plot.

Question:
3. What activity does the teacher implement to help students understand the epistolary structure of
'Dracula?

Pick the Answer Explain: Why did you pick that
answer?

A) A debate on the ethical implications of vampire stories.

B) A close reading of excerpts from the novel, analyzing
language, tone, and purpose to determine narrator reliability.
C) A creative writing assignment where students compose
their own diary entries from Dracula's point of view.

D) A research project on the historical figures that inspired
Bram Stoker's characters.
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Short Answer Questions

1. What is the teacher's initial greeting to the class, and what topic does she

Question introduce?

. 2. According to the teacher, what is the effect of the epistolary form on the reader's
Question perception of the story?

. 3. What is the teacher's objective for the students by the end of the lesson?
Question
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