
F U T U R E   T E N S E S :   F O R M S   A N D   I N D I C A T I O N S

PRESENT  SIMPLE:

- At 9 a.m. the train 

leaves.

- At 11.30 we arrive at ..

etc.

PRESENT  CONT. (-ing):

- I'm seeing Tom tonight

(We have a date.)

- She is taking the exam

in October. (enroled!)

- What are you doing

now? / Are you eating

any more of this?

- I'm writing some

letters tonight.

GOING TO:

- Look, it's going to rain.

(You can see the 

clouds)

- (Car broken down: )

What are you going

to do now?

- I'm going to see Tom

tonight. (He doesn't

necessarily know).

- I'm going to write 

some letters tonight.

WILL:

- I'll write to you, as

soon as I can.

- He'll buy a house 

when he gets married.

- I'm sure he'll be back

soon.

- She'll (probably) be out 

driving around in her 

new car somewhere.

WILL BE DOING:

- I will be seeing Tom 

tonight

- She will be taking the 

exam in October.

INDICATIONS:

- TIMETABLE FUTURE

- DEFINITE ARRANGE-

MENTS: TWO PAR-

TIES INVOLVED.

- IMPENDING FUTURE

- (PREDICTION FOR)

IMMEDIATE FUTURE

- PLANS, INTENTIONS

FOR NEAR FUTURE:

PREMEDITATED / BUT 

ARRANGEMENTS 

NOT NECESSARILY

MADE YET

- PLANS, INTENTIONS

FOR MORE REMOTE

FUTURE (NOT REALLY 

CERTAIN)

- SPECULATIONS,

OPINIONS, ASSUMP-

TIONS ["wird wohl..."]

(often with "probably")
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